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what we plan to do about inflation, en-
ergy costs, supply chains, crime, drugs, 
and the open border. 

Jackson Mayor Scott Conger re-
cently described for me the nightmare 
that is planning for the future of a 
midsize city in Joe Biden’s America. 
Healthcare costs for police and fire-
fighters are up half a million dollars. 
Between public works and public safe-
ty, fuel costs alone are projected to 
beat last year’s total by $450,000. And 
utility and sanitation costs are already 
10 percent over budget. 

Now, Jackson and other cities in 
Tennessee don’t operate like Wash-
ington. They are very conservative 
with how they spend the taxpayers’ 
money, and they budget for the worst- 
case scenario. But even when they do 
have money to spend, Joe Biden’s sup-
ply chain crisis gets in the way. 

In Jackson, delays on new orders of 
police cars, trucks, construction sup-
plies have put growth on hold. They 
even have had to delay and scale back 
plans for a new homeless shelter. City 
officials in Dayton told me that the 
cost of a foot of pipe has gone up $10 in 
a year, from $4 to $14 a foot. I would 
ask my Democratic colleagues how 
they expect local government to handle 
a 200-percent increase in something as 
basic as pipe. We know that is a trick 
question because there is no planning 
for instances like that. Covington 
Mayor Justin Hanson also had a mes-
sage he wanted me to pass on for the 
record. Here is what he said: 

The rising cost of goods and services is 
really hitting municipal pocketbooks, espe-
cially at the gas pump. The rapid inflation 
combined with supply chain issues are really 
hurting cities like Covington. Parts, chemi-
cals, fleet vehicles . . . the list goes on. 
Some items ordered over a year ago still 
aren’t in our inventory. 

But I think the most shocking exam-
ple of how localities have suffered 
under these reckless policies is hap-
pening right now in McNairy County. 
Now, McNairy County is a rural coun-
ty, and it has fewer than 30,000 people. 
But the county still had to pad their 
budget by $700,000 to cover fuel for the 
sheriff and other county-owned vehi-
cles. That is almost a million dollars 
just to keep the police on patrol and 
the potholes filled. 

We used to have such bright pros-
pects. When Joe Biden and the Demo-
crats took power, the economy was re-
covering. We were energy independent. 
And there was a plan to protect our 
supply chains. Now, instead of planning 
for the future, local leaders are work-
ing overtime just to keep their budgets 
from imploding. 

Just a few short years ago, these 
same Tennessee leaders were focused 
on innovation and growth. Now, they 
are focused on survival. They know 
that the only way we will pull this 
country back on track is to halt infla-
tionary spending, prioritize supply 
chains, and ramp up an Operation Warp 
Speed for energy independence. 

But Joe Biden has taken us back-
wards. So, yes, the people are fearful of 

what this administration will do next. 
But they continue to say they will not 
be frightened into submission. 

I would urge my Democratic col-
leagues to remember that. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF NINA NIN-YUEN WANG 
Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 

wanted to share a few words about 
Nina Wang, President Biden’s nominee 
for the U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Colorado. 

Judge Wang comes to this floor with 
a commitment to the law rooted in her 
earliest moments as a child, her ear-
liest memories as a child. Nina’s fam-
ily emigrated from Taiwan to Kansas 
City when she was just 2 years old. 
Like my grandparents who emigrated 
from Poland, Nina’s parents had very 
strong accents. They knew English, but 
people in their Kansas suburb couldn’t 
always understand what they were say-
ing. Some of Nina’s first memories 
were ordering pizza for the family or 
speaking to store clerks on behalf of 
her parents. 

Her family applied to become perma-
nent residents, but the INS lost their 
application. Then, once they resolved 
that issue, the law had changed, and 
their pathway to legalization was gone. 
Their family spent years in legal 
limbo, ricocheting from one court to 
another. And if not for an intervention 
by late Senator Robert Dole, Nina’s 
family would have fallen through the 
cracks. 

At the time, Nina made a promise: If 
I can stay in America, I am going to 
give back to America. This experience 
gave Nina firsthand knowledge of the 
legal system’s power to change lives 
because it changed her own. It made 
her cherish America’s legal system, 
where even noncitizens have their day 
in court, and it inspired her to pursue 
a career in law. 

She graduated from Washington Uni-
versity summa cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa. She earned a J.D. from Harvard 
Law School and served as editor-in- 
chief of the Civil Rights-Civil Liberties 
Law Review. After graduating, Nina 
worked as an associate at an inter-
national law firm and clerked in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Maryland. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office in Colo-
rado recognized Nina’s talents and 
hired her as an AUSA in the Civil Divi-
sion, where she managed Federal cases 
ranging from employment discrimina-
tion to bankruptcy, to civil rights. 

Nina then went into the private sec-
tor, where, over the next decade, she 
rose from associate to partner at 
Faegre Drinker, a top firm in Denver. 

In 2015, Nina began serving as a mag-
istrate judge for the U.S. district court 
in Colorado. 

Judge Wang now comes to the com-
mittee and this floor with 25 years of 
legal experience and exposure to vir-
tually every issue that might come be-
fore the court. She also comes with a 
reputation for fairness and impar-
tiality. Her colleagues tell me she 
doesn’t grandstand. She takes the time 
to listen to every litigant, whether 
they have representation or not. 

She has remained committed to the 
American ideal that everyone deserves 
their day in court, just like her par-
ents. And I, for one, am deeply grateful 
that she has devoted her talent to real-
izing that ideal in our legal system. 

Judge Wang is an exceptional nomi-
nee, with unimpeachable character, in-
tellect, and experience. Our colleagues 
on the Judiciary Committee appre-
ciated that about her. That is why they 
sent her to this floor with a strong bi-
partisan vote of 14 to 8. 

I enthusiastically endorse her nomi-
nation and urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to confirm this out-
standing Colorado nominee for our dis-
trict court. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1035, Nina 
Nin-Yuen Wang, of Colorado, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Col-
orado. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Sherrod Brown, 
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Chris Van Hollen, Elizabeth 
Warren, Catherine Cortez Masto, Tim 
Kaine, Benjamin L. Cardin, Chris-
topher Murphy, Maria Cantwell, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Jack Reed, Gary C. 
Peters, Tammy Duckworth. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Nina Nin-Yuen Wang, of Colorado, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
District of Colorado, shall be brought 
to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), 
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
LEAHY), the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), and the Senator 
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